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Jacksonville offers free COVID testing site as cases rise
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/01/jacksonville-offers-free-covid-testing-site-as-cases-rise/
September 2, 2021

Anna Gurganus, Correspondent
The City of Jacksonville will be offering a free COVID-19 testing site this Thursday,
September 2, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., or until tests run out. The site is open to the public and
will be held at the Jacksonville Community Center.
Chris Collins, the Fire Marshal of the Jacksonville Fire Department and coordinator of this
event, has a few things to say about the necessity of the COVID-19 testing site.
According to Collins, the idea originated when a council member noticed how overwhelmed
the regular testing sites in Jacksonville have been recently. Several people have been
needing the rapid tests for various reasons, and they are having a hard time getting them.
“With the surge of COVID in Jacksonville, the burden of getting tested has lots of people
concerned,” said Collins. “This will provide a means for them to get tested. Hopefully it will
help decrease the number of cases and slow down this virus.”
Collins stated that it has been a team effort with several groups coming together to host this
testing site for the community, and they even received a grant to help with funding.
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All individuals who do participate will be required to wear a mask and maintain social
distancing. They are asked to park in the south side parking lot where the senior center is
located and to enter through the rear entrance adjacent to the senior center.
The site is providing self-administered tests and will have personnel available to give
guidance on how to correctly administer the tests.
Individuals will be contacted by the City of Jacksonville personnel for a negative result and
personnel from UAB for a positive result. These results should take 1-2 days to come in.
If you have any questions concerning the testing site, you can reach help at 256-435-7611.
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Six ways you can help Hurricane Ida victims today
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/03/six-ways-you-can-help-hurricane-ida-victims-today/
September 3, 2021

Emily Ford, Correspondent

Over the weekend, New Orleans was devastated by category four Hurricane Ida, which hit
Louisiana on the 16th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina with 150 mph winds and flood levels
that reached twenty inches. The impact was said to be so strong it temporarily reversed the
direction of the Mississippi River.
As of Wednesday afternoon, there were hundreds of thousands of citizens still without
power, and nearly 20,000 people had filed for federal aid. Rescuers expect the death toll to
continue to rise as more people are found.
If you are able to help, listed below are six legitimate disaster relief organizations that are
taking donations for Hurricane Ida aid efforts now.
AmeriCares
AmeriCares is currently partnering with MathWorx to match donations for both disaster relief
and medical aid efforts up to $500,000. AmeriCares has a long history of responding to
disasters in the region and supporting the long recovery from each one.
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AmeriCares maintains an emergency pharmacy stocked with essential medicines, vaccines
and medical supplies that can be delivered quickly in times of crisis. Their health-focused
relief and development organization is also prepared to provide flash grants to damaged
health centers serving low-income and uninsured residents. More than 98% of their
resources are used to support health programs.
Baby2Baby
Baby2Baby is a non-profit organization that partners with other organizations that work
directly with children and families living in poverty. Their Disaster Relief & Emergency
Response Program has distributed over 20 million basic essentials to children across the
country who have lost everything in the wake of disasters including hurricanes, fires and
other crisis situations.
Baby2Baby distributes essentials through a network of other non-profits and social services
agencies. Their organization is already working to send diapers, wipes, clothing, cribs, and
other items to victims of Hurricane Ida.
All Hands and Hearts
All Hands and Hearts is best known for rebuilding infrastructure after natural disasters
including chainsaw work, roof tarping, mucking and gutting, and mold sanitizing. Since
hurricane Katrina in 2005, All Hands and Hearts has responded to four major disasters in
Louisiana, including their current response and recovery efforts in the aftermath of
hurricanes Laura and Delta.
All Hands and Hearts prioritizes COVID-19 risks and leverages its experience of running
disaster relief programs throughout the pandemic both responsibly and safely. They are an
organization committed to effectively and efficiently addressing the immediate and long-term
needs of global communities impacted by disasters. 95 cents of each dollar earned goes
towards their programs.
UNICEF
UNICEF works in over 190 countries and territories to save children’s lives, to defend their
rights, and to help them fulfil their potential from early childhood through adolescence.
UNICEF is on the ground before, during, and after emergencies, working to reach children
and families with lifesaving aid and long-term assistance.
They work to deliver relief supplies to meet urgent needs for safe water, sanitation and
hygiene, nutrition and medicine. UNICEF USA is currently partnering with other nonprofit
organizations to provide crisis relief for victims of Hurricane Ida. They have also provided a
designated fund for Hurricane Ida.
Global Giving
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Global Giving has been responding to disasters and supporting emergency aid and longterm relief programs since 2004. They have facilitated more than $100M in disaster
donations to funds. They also have a relief fund set up for Hurricane Ida victims. Your
donation will go towards food, water and medicine.
All donations to this fund will exclusively support communities and first responders. The fund
will later transition to support longer-term recovery efforts run primarily by local, vetted
organizations in the communities affected in the United States.
The Partnership for Inclusive Disaster Strategies
The Partnership for Inclusive Disaster Strategies works year-round to provide disabled
people with resources before, during, and after emergencies. Their Disability and Disaster
Hotline is responding to disaster-impacted disabled people and connecting them to
resources on the ground.
The Partnership for Inclusive Disaster Strategies is the only U.S. disability-led organization
with a focused mission on equal access, disability rights and full inclusion of people with
disabilities, older adults, and people with access and functional needs in emergency
circumstances.
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Meet the editor: Abigail Harrison
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/02/meet-the-editor-abigail-harrison/
September 3, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Hello everyone! My name is Abigail Harrison, and I am the News Editor of The Chanticleer
this year! I am a junior at JSU, and I am majoring in English with a concentration in
professional writing and a minor in communications. I also am a member of the Writer’s Club
and serve as an English Ambassador for the College of Arts and Humanities.
I am from Scottsboro, Ala., and I started my college career at Northeast Alabama Community
College. There, I was able to work with editing the college’s literary magazine, and that
inspired me to pursue what I really love- editing. I transferred to JSU this January for the
Spring 2021 semester. Despite setbacks from the pandemic, I loved my first semester at JSU
and am excited for the fall.
My love for words started in sixth grade when I read my first Shakespeare sonnet, and ever
since, I have enjoyed studying the English language and creating writings of my own. I am
still discovering ways I can use my love for writing in my career, and working at The
Chanticleer has given me many new experiences and opportunities for my future.
I began writing for The Chanticleer as a correspondent this year, covering news events
around campus. I am looking forward to working with my volunteer writers to produce articles
that continue to cover the news and events happening on campus and in town. I hope
1/2

everyone has a great semester and follows the advice from my favorite author, Henry David
Thoreau:
“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.”
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Second Ayers Chair, Lloyd Dobyns Jr. dies at 85
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/02/second-ayers-chair-lloyd-dobyns-jr-dies-at-85/
September 2, 2021

Breanna Hill, Editor in Chief
Lloyd Dobyns Jr., the second Ayers Chair, died at the age of 85 on Sunday, August 19.
According to his son, Ken Dobyns, he passed away in Mebane, N.C. following stroke-related
complications.
Following his stellar journalism career Dobyns joined the JSU staff, landing him the position
of Ayers Chair for the communication department, establishing relationships with familiar
colleagues and professors, some of them still working at JSU today.
“He had a crusty exterior, but he was a softy at heart,” said Mike Stedham, director of student
media. “He loved his students.”
Dobyns showcased his journalistic and reporting abilities all around the world after serving in
the U.S. army. His career began as a reporter for WDBJ-TV located in Roanoke, VA during
the year 1957. Following this reporting position he became a news anchor for WAVY-TV—the
NBC affiliate located in the Tidewater area of Virginia—three years later, before advancing to
the role of news director for the organization.
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After a successful stay in Virginia, Dobyns moved on to New York where he would take on
the role of managing editor for WNEW-TV, and then moving on to becoming part of the NBC
News team which would lead him to traveling the world as a foreign correspondent.
He covered areas in Europe, the Middle East and Asia during his time as a foreign
correspondent before eventually returning to New York.
In 1975 he won a Peabody Award for his work as anchor for the TV news magazine
Weekend. While working as anchor for Weekend, he came into contact with Linda Ellerbee,
a fellow journalist, who would end up co-hosting the popular show with him.
After his death, Ellerbee issued a statement.
“He was a friend, teacher, trouble-maker, and a world class journalist,” Ellerbee said. “I shall
miss him more than I can say.”
Following his anchor gig with Ellerbee he moved on to anchor Monitor, another TV
magazine. He also reported on the differences in the way Japan’s manufacturing was
booming while the U.S. was lagging behind in the field. This reporting came about through a
documentary, “If Japan Can, Why Can’t We?” and this led to him diving further into the
subject, co-writing several, successful books about Japan and their economically-based
success.
Before his retirement in 1986, Dobyns had won more than two-dozen awards for his avid
career in reporting, writing, and anchoring.
Dobyns didn’t slow down after his retirement. He came to JSU to take on a position as a
visiting Ayers professor for the 1993-94 school year, sharing his knowledge and stories with
colleagues and students alike.
“He took a lot of delight in sharing his experiences,” said Stedham. “He shared all his
experiences such as him covering the war in Vietnam with me and his other colleagues.”
JSU alumni who were students on campus back in 1993 remember Dobyns for his
storytelling abilities as well.
“I found his classes entertaining. Lloyd Dobyns wasn’t from around here but he had been
around the block, around the world,” said Ben Cunningham, a professor for the
communications department. “He knew a little bit about everything, in the way that many
journalists, especially very experienced journalists like him do.”
Cunningham took Dobyns’ internet research course as well as a director study course with
him. Cunningham noted his dry wit was also something he enjoyed about the visiting
professor.
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Dobyns was known as quick-witted and a natural-born storyteller to many, and this
interpretation was shown time and time again throughout his career as a journalist, and, later
on, as a professor.
“Lloyd’s students and colleagues loved to hear his stories about journalism almost as much
as he loved telling them,” said Stedham.
Students of Dobyns’ learned quite a bit within the year he spent as visiting professor. He was
brought in by the communication department as part of a mentor program for students within
the communication department.
“Most college-aged people don’t know what they don’t know, and Mr. Dobyns took it on
himself to fill in those gaps in our knowledge about our own ignorance,” said Cunningham.
Dobyns’ extensive career spanned over decades and shows proof it will have a lasting
impact upon thousands around the world.
Dobyns is preceded in death by his son Brian and his brother Norman. He is survived by his
wife Patti, three children Kenneth, Alison and Denise, and eight grandchildren.
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Hot Take: your why and reason
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/01/hot-take-your-why-and-reason/
September 1, 2021

Madison Rudy, Correspondent
Hello, Gamecocks! I hope you are all excited for this new semester we are stepping into and
ready for a somewhat normal semester. When I was asked to write this article, I had no idea
what to write for the longest time. Looking back when I first arrived here, it was hard for me
to grasp how to find the in between work and fun.
As a student and performer in the arts and entertainment side of Jacksonville, it is hard to
truly feel normal. I am a General Music major with a minor in Psychology here at
Jacksonville. I’m currently one of the clarinet section leaders for the Marching Southerners
as well! My life is somewhat “unique” to say the least! With all of these responsibilities, I
completely understand the crazy life of a student.
We as fine art students came to school to learn how to perform and to be the best at what we
do. We practice our craft any chance we get, we read any type of helpful information we can
get our hands on, and we never stop moving. We sometimes forget we’re human. I am here
to remind you of just a few tips to help you as a student in arts and entertainment how to take
care of yourself in a healthy way before and during your crazy semester.
Tip #1: Plan your schedule for each month.
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I can’t stress how beneficial this is. With practicing, school work, and performances, not
knowing what our next move is can be detrimental. Planning every day, even down to every
hour, can help you feel structured and allow you to plan for time with your friends, recharge
yourself and whatever else you may enjoy doing!
Tip #2: Go on a date with yourself at least once a month.
Having a healthy relationship with yourself is so important. You are with yourself the rest of
your life, so why not take care of yourself? You deserve every ounce of love you’re given, so
celebrate your hard work for the month and go somewhere you enjoy. You might be
surprised by how many amazing conversations you’ll have if you do so. (You can also go to
some great entertainment shows by yourself and not be bothered by people’s commentary
)

😉

Tip #3: Encourage yourself daily and implement healthy habits of conversation in your
head.
Life with myself before college was very unhealthy. I was always too hard on myself, I
ridiculed myself for my weight, and I never felt good enough in my eyes. However, after I
realized I could flip the switch and be nice to myself, my world changed. I realized I was
succeeding more, I was happier, and I was actually enjoying the things I loved to do. Not only
that, but practicing my craft was way more fun and I was able to want to go practice.
Tip #4: Find art shows, concerts, plays, football games, gymnastic movies, etc. to go
to or watch during the semester.
We are constantly learning to perfect our craft. What better way to do so than by pulling
ideas from amazing sources (or even bad ones)? There was a reason we chose this career
or fun hobby to do, so what better way to remind ourselves of that glimpse of excitement
every so often.
Tip #5: Surround yourself with healthy friends.
Lastly, the most important one of all. Surrounding yourself with people who support you and
love you for who you are can influence not only your decisions, but the way you perceive
yourself. You wouldn’t be where you are now without the people you hang out with, so
choose wisely.
I wrote all this to say that you are important. You have a place in this world to create and to
enjoy your life. Those tips are just guidelines to help improve the way you live. Take them as
you will. However, I hope they help you realize that you are here for a reason, so love
yourself and surround yourself with people who love you. Explore and find inspiration in your
craft, and ultimately, find your why and reason! Have a great semester, Gamecocks!
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‘Beating heart’ of The Rolling Stones passes at 80.
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/09/01/beating-heart-of-the-rolling-stones-passes-at-80/
September 1, 2021

Whitney Ervin, Features Editor
On August 24, 2021, the world learned of the passing of legendary Rolling Stones drummer
Charlie Watts. Watts’ was a member of the Rolling Stones since their formation in 1963.
He passed away at the age of 80 years old from an undisclosed illness in London,
surrounded by his family. Watts had recently pulled out of The Rolling Stones’ upcoming tour
due to an undisclosed medical procedure, which was said to have been successful. The
band planned to continue the tour with drummer Steve Jordan filling in, having received
Watts’ blessing to continue without him.
Since his passing, his fellow bandmates have shared heartfelt tributes to Watts, who was
often called the heartbeat of the Rolling Stones. The band’s official Twitter and Instagram
accounts released a 2-minute long video tribute to the drummer.
Mick Jagger shared an image of a smiling Charlie Watts sitting behind a drum set during a
concert, while Keith Richards tweeted a picture of a drum set with a closed sign on it.
As of now, it seems the band plans to continue with its planned tour as a tribute to their
former bandmate.
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Despite being a drummer for such an iconic rock band, Watts’ first love was jazz music. He
never had a formal music lesson, instead learning to play drums by listening to jazz records.
Outside of the Stones’ he often recorded Jazz music as a solo artist.
Roger Daltrey, the lead singer of The Who, wrote in his tribute to Watts, “Charlie was a truly
great drummer, whose musical knowledge of drumming technique, from jazz to the blues,
was, I’m sure, the heartbeat that made the Rolling Stones the best rock and roll band in the
world.”
Charlie Watts was born in London on June 2, 1941. He attended school in London and was
working in advertising while drumming part-time in jazz bands until he joined the Rolling
Stones.
“I used to play with loads of bands, and the Stones were just another one. I thought they’d
last three months, then a year, then three years, then I stopped counting,” Watts said in an
interview with The Guardian.
In interviews, which he rarely gave, Watts was very private about his life outside the Rolling
Stones. He never considered himself a rockstar, certainly not in the same vein as his
bandmates Mick Jagger and Keith Richards. He preferred to simply play music.
He told NME, “I don’t have all the trappings of that. I’ve never been interested in doing
interviews or being seen.”
He married Shirley Watts in 1964 and remained married to her until he died. They had one
daughter, Seraphina, who gave them one granddaughter, Charlotte. Watts was known for
being a dedicated family man despite being a member of a notoriously excessive band.
Since his death, many have come forward with heartfelt tributes to the beloved drummer.
Queen’s Roger Taylor called Watts “the immaculate beating heart of The Rolling Stones” in
an Instagram post on the 24th.
There’s no doubt Charlie Watts will be missed by both fellow musicians and fans.
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Gamecocks earn home victory over Alabama A&M,
making a 3-game win streak
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/08/31/gamecocks-earn-home-victory-over-alabama-am-making-a-3-game-win-streak/
August 31, 2021

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
The Gamecocks soccer team earned another win on Sunday afternoon after a 4-1 win over
in-state opponent Alabama A&M.
With the win, the Gamecocks now have a three-game win streak and hold a 3-1 record. This
is the first time since 2014 the Gamecocks have had three consecutive wins.
The first goal of the match came at the 26:44 mark with a goal from freshman Nyeemah
Beckles, who now has three games in a row with a goal.
Alicia Pallister paved the way for the Gamecocks, being credited with assists on three of the
four JSU goals, while scoring a goal of her own.
She [Pallister] is just an outstanding player and she is very good at taking players on the
dribble and very composed in tight areas. I thought Gabby [Clarke] was outstanding in the
second half as well,” said JSU head soccer coach Neil Macdonald.
Going into the second half, the Gamecocks came alive with three goals in the second half.
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The first goal of the second half came from sophomore Cynthia Bagozzi, who also had a
goal against the Alabama State Hornets in the match before. Pallister was credited with the
assist as well. At the 71:28 mark, Pallister came up with a goal of her own to put the
Gamecocks ahead 3-1.
The last goal of the match came from sophomore Gabriel Clarke at the 88:24 mark, with an
assist being credited to Pallister, this serving as her third assist of the match.
The Gamecocks ended the match with 25 shots, 13 of those shots being shots on goal.
Goalkeeper Morgan Lerch played the full ninety minutes, racking up three saves and six
shots faced.
“We took control in the second half and that is what we really wanted to do, we kept the ball
much better and we created a lot of shots, so I was obviously pleased with that,” said
Macdonald.
The JSU soccer team will remain at home for their next match, hosting the Gardner-Webb
Runnin’ Bulldogs on Friday, Sept. 3rd at 7:00 pm. They will then host the Georgia Southern
Eagles two days later on Sunday, Sept. 5 at 1:00 pm. Admission is free to all home JSU
soccer matches.
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Gamecocks shutout Alabama State in a 5-0 road victory
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/08/30/gamecocks-shutout-alabama-state-in-a-5-0-road-victory/
August 30, 2021

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
The Gamecocks women’s soccer team shutout the Alabama State Hornets in a dominant 5-0
win on Friday evening.
The Gamecocks had a strong start, scoring four of their five goals in the first half. The first
goal was put on the board quickly, with a goal by sophomore Cynthia Bagozzi at the 1:58
mark. The next goal came at the 8:49 mark after an own goal by the Hornets, putting the
Gamecocks up 2-0.
As the first half continued, the scoreboard stayed busy as sophomore Gabriel Clarke earned
the Gamecocks their third goal of the half. About seven minutes later, junior Cephana Deane
earned the Gamecocks their fourth and final goal of the half at the 24:49 mark.
Going into the second half, freshman Nyeemah Prescod-Beckles came off the bench to earn
the Gamecocks their fifth and final goal of the match at the 68:12 mark. Along with PrescodBeckles, everyone on the team was able to come off the bench to play at some point in the
match.
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“I think we got everyone off of there and gave them some time off the field and we were able
to get our younger kids some great minutes. I even tried some people at some different
positions on the field,” said Neil Macdonald, Gamecocks head soccer coach.
Along with a dominant five goals earned, the team finished with 11 shots, nine of those being
shots on goal. Junior Julia Papa led the team with three shots during the match. Gamecocks
goalkeeper Morgan Lerch earned her second shutout of the season and the 10th shutout of
her career.
“I think the difference between the two teams is that we took our chances and I think the
score line flattered us some and defensively I thought we played undisciplined at times and
lost our shape and I think that came from scoring early goals,” said Macdonald. “I thought the
second half performance was really good even though most of the goals came in the first
half.”
The Gamecocks will host Gardner-Webb on Friday, September 3rd at 7 p.m.; Admission is
free to all home JSU soccer matches.
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Hot Take: fall books to enjoy between classes
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/08/29/hot-take-fall-books-to-enjoy-between-classes/
August 29, 2021

Brooklynn Wilkes, Correspondent
Classes have officially started back and surely the last thing anyone would want to do is pick
up a book. However, if you love fall as much as most people do, these books might just
interest you enough to take a break from studying and dive into another reality.
Though it is not quite fall, allow yourself to slip even deeper with a spooky story.
“Night Films” by Marisha Pessl
“Night Films” is a captivating story of loss, mystery and takes you on a journey to finding the
truth. Police have made a decision on Ashley Cordova’s death, however, there seems to be
more than meets the eye. Investigative journalist, Scott McGrath, seeks to find the truth
behind the death of the young girl. Set in October, in lower Manhattan, it is hard to put this
book down with its mysterious fall feels. In fighting to find the truth, McGrath might lose more
than his wife and job. Suspense is not hard to find in this eerily thrilling book.
“How to Hang a Witch” by Adriana Mather
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Salem, Mass. screams fall time with a deadly past and low whispers of witches from the past
coming back to haunt the living. “How to Hang a Witch” by Adriana Mather finds itself set in
Salem and the ever-continuing conversation of the Witch Trials that happened there.
Samantha Mather finds herself in a new city, a new school, and with a whole lot of new
problems. Samantha finds herself being a target to a group of girls who are descendants of
those who were hanged during the Witch Trials in Salem long ago. This is all thanks to her
very own ancestor who happened to be the one putting witches on trial at the time.
“The Secret History” by Donna Tartt
“The Secret History” places us at an elite New England college. With the help of their
charming professor, a group of students labeled as misfits finds a new way of living and
thinking that pulls them out of their realities. The Secret History has been named a
psychological thriller that shows how hard it can be to live life to the fullest and how easy it
can be to lose your life. These misfits will have to learn how to balance the feeling of being
untouchable and how to clean up an unthinkable mess.
“The Year of the Witching” by Alexis Henderson
Within the land of Bethel, Immanuelle Moore comes from a line of a once-honored family
until her very existence became a disgrace. She is the daughter of an unaccepted union
between her mother and an outsider of a different race. In “The Year of the Witching” by
Alexis Henderson, Immanuelle does her best to submit herself and follow all Holy Protocol.
She must conform herself to be like all other women within her settlement. Immanuelle finds
herself with newly found gifts bestowed upon her by spirits from her mother’s past and a new
sense of finding the truth about the Church and the darkness within it. If there is going to be
change in Bethel, it must come from her.
Taking time out of studying to immerse yourself into a fall-themed book might just help to get
you into the spirit for the upcoming season. We do not have much time to wait, it is right
around the corner. Happy reading and happy, almost, fall!
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Volleyball sweeps season-opening Gamecock Classic
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/08/30/volleyball-sweeps-season-opening-gamecock-classic/
August 30, 2021

Coley Birchfield, Correspondent
Jacksonville State University athletics returned to Pete Mathews Coliseum this weekend as
volleyball hosted the Gamecock Classic to begin their 2021 regular season.
Gardner-Webb (2-1), Alabama State, and Middle Tennessee State joined the Gamecocks for
a quad match competition.
The Gamecocks (3-0) began their season on Friday with a mid-day victory (25-10, 25-22, 2522) over Gardner-Webb to go along with a nightcap win (25-14, 25-16, 25-22) versus
Alabama State.
On Saturday night, the Gamecocks returned to the court for the finale against Middle
Tennessee State. However, the starting lineup looked different as senior Katie Montgomery
joined Erin Carmichael on the sidelines. Both who are nursing injuries, Carmichael’s of which
has been impacting her availability since before this weekend.
Nonetheless, the Gamecocks rolled to an impressive sweep (25-12, 25-22, 25-14) of the
Blue Raiders.
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“I thought we played our best volleyball of the year against Gardner-Webb”, said JSU Head
Coach Todd Garvey on Friday night, “I’m really happy with where we were at.”
Lena Kinderman did not miss a beat in her season debut as she once again impressed with
a total of 28 kills between the three matches, including a team-high 14 against MTSU. Lexie
Libs, who was among the national leaders in assists during the 2020 season, tallied 72
assists on the weekend.
It is important to note that many of the Gamecock starters, including Kinderman and Libs, did
not play in the third set of many of the contests.
“It’s really special because our team is so diverse and so deep in so many positions,” Junior
Kylee Quigley told the Anniston Star, “everyone is ready from one to how-ever-many-thereare on the roster.”
Although the Gamecocks return nearly their entire starting rotation from the 2020 season,
that depth will be crucial as the season moves forward. Having the ability to sit key
contributors for your team and close out contests is a luxury a limited number of teams have
in the NCAA.
This season JSU is seeking its second-straight volleyball conference championship, this time
in the Atlantic-Sun Conference. The Gamecocks and their athletic department approved the
move to the A-SUN beginning in the 2021 competition year. JSU will face rivals such as
Kennesaw State and North Alabama, along with new opponents like Florida Gulf Coast and
Lipscomb.
Jacksonville State returns to competition at “The Pete” on Tuesday evening, as the UTChattanooga Mocs come to town. The match is scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. and will be
streamed live on ESPN+.
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Review: Was ‘Black Widow’ worth the wait?
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/08/28/review-was-black-widow-worth-the-wait/
August 28, 2021

Emily Ford, Correspondent
The new Black Widow movie marked a return to the big screen for the Marvel Cinematic
Universe. The film has been long anticipated by Marvel fans even prior to the break from
theaters. The question we’re tackling is: was it worth the wait?
I will start by stating the obvious; a Black Widow movie was long overdue. Natasha
Romanoff, played by Scarlett Johansson, made her first appearance as Black Widow back in
2010 in Iron Man 2.
Her dark past was hinted at in the movie and on several occasions throughout other MCU
movies. She was, after all, one of the few heroes within the Avengers’ ensemble not to
possess superpowers or exceptional technological might. This made her character all the
more intriguing to fans. It was clear she had a few skeletons in the closet and unfinished
business when she came to the United States to work for Nick Fury.
The film takes place between the events of Captain America: Civil War and before the events
of Avengers Infinity War. Being that the movie was released after her character’s death in
Avengers End Game, the timing of the release also dampens the impact and even feels like
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an afterthought at times. I think the movie would have been more thrilling if it had been
released during Marvel Phase 2 after her debut in Iron Man 2. The movie was better late
than never, but would have been better earlier than later.
Director Cate Shortland, who was handpicked for the job by Johansson herself, went a
different route with the timeline than many had anticipated. Rather than a full fledged origin
story, it felt like a pocket piece and a send-off combined into one.
The film follows Natasha Romanoff and introduces us to her planted family including her
“sister” Yelena Belova (Florence Pugh), her father, Alexei “Red Guardian” Shostakov (David
Harbour), and her mother, Melina Vostokoff (Rachel Weisz).
Things kick off in the 1990’s in rural Ohio, an unremarkable and surprising starting point for a
movie of this caliber. Natasha is seen playing in the backyard with her younger sister and
living a seemingly normal American childhood. However, we quickly learn all is not what it
seems. Natasha’s estranged father begins urgently ushering the family out of their home and
fleeing to an airfield as they are chased by the authorities.
After escaping from the authorities, Natasha and her “sister” are forcibly enrolled into a
program called Red Room, directed by villainous Dreykov (played by Ray Winstone.) The
program brainwashes children and turns them into assassins. Natasha eventually escapes to
the west. She is on the run in the aftermath of the Avenger feud as seen in Captain America:
Civil War.
After fleeing to a safe house in Budapest, she is contacted by her “sister,” Yelena who
reached out to her after her chemically-induced obedience was mysteriously negated. The
two had not been in contact with each other for two decades as Yelena was unable to
escape from the program. Together, they plan a direct assault on the Red Room, but such a
daunting task will require the assistance of their fake parents. Reuniting with her parents
after the trauma she endured during her childhood is frightening for Natasha, but she is done
running from her past.
Overall, the film delivers standard-issue action in that first act, but it peaks in the middle
when it establishes an emotional core. It does a good job of tackling difficult issues such as
dysfunctional families and recovering from abuse. As a film in the action genre, it does well
at straying away from the surface level plot associated with the genre. The movie is filled
with layers and character building scenes. There is an excellent balance of striking action
sequences and character development.
Black Widow’s real engine, though, is the seamless rapport between Natasha and Yelena.
Their sisterly bond is believable on screen and the chemistry between them is compelling.
On the topic of Yelena, I want to point out that Florence Pugh took on her role perfectly. Her
character brought comedic relief where it was needed and she made a lasting impression
right out of the gates. Her character was tough as nails, but vulnerable.
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I hope to see her more in the future.
Another character introduced in the film was Taskmaster, a super villain who has studied the
fighting techniques of the avengers in order to mimic them in fights. It is easily one of the
coolest premises for a supervillain. However, Taskmaster’s backstory was hardly explained
as a new character. Although it was given impressive action scenes throughout the movie, I
felt that the character was not used enough in the movie. I ended the movie feeling
underwhelmed by its portrayal and I hope it will be incorporated more in future Marvel
movies and shows.
All in all, I would give Black Widow 3/5 stars. I was pleasantly surprised by the depth of the
film and casting. However, the timing of the release made it feel forced in many ways, and I
feel there was some wasted potential for the Taskmaster aspect. The movie was enjoyable,
but not thirty dollars on Disney+ enjoyable.
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